ity of development not just in legislation, but through the widely influential tone of his household. He had himself been taught by Linacre, and when, as related in his book, the travellers to Utopia took with them 'Galen' and 'Hippocrates', the former was perhaps in More's mind in the new translation on which Linacre was working, and which he was to publish in 1517. His own son-in-law John Clement (?-1572) was to become a Royal Physician and President of the College of Physicians. There is a charming vignette ( Fig. 1) by Ambrosius Holbein, (elder brother of Hans) of Clement, when as a youth he attended More in Antwerp during a diplomatic mission made to Flanders in 1515. It was while abroad at this time that More wrote Utopia, and this engraving was used on the title page for the first book in the third, Froben, edition. All the figures shown were real people except Hythlodaeus, the fictional Portuguese narrator of the story, though Holbein was probably
• Examines the ethical basis of community health provision in the early sixteenth century through descriptions in Thomas More's Utopia.
• Compares this ethical basis with the reality of More's Ordinances of 1530.
• Provides a paragraph by paragraph comparison between Utopia and the Act of 1540.
• Identifies a 'Morean' origin for the separation, for public health reasons, of toothdrawing from Surgery in the Act of 1540.
• Looks briefly at the philosophical environment created by the Italian Renaissance in English public life.
• Shows More's attitude to women in medicine. working from imagination for their features. A true likeness of Peter Aegidius, (c.1486-1533) also known as Gilles or Giles, a native of Antwerp, as he looked at the time, was painted by Quentin Matsys in 1517. This shows him holding a letter from More so accurately done that More said it qualified Matsys as a forger. 4 He was a close friend of More, intimately involved with Utopia, contributing a letter 'confirming' his presence on the day, and also the 'Utopian' alphabet and a poem in the language. John Clement is shown bringing out what looks like a picnic lunch to the men, who, as the text describes them, are seated on a turf bench in the garden of More's rented house.
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We know from More's letters how proud he was of Clement, and with reason, for he already excelled as a grammarian by 1519: 'My Clement lectures at Oxford to an audience larger than has ever gathered to another lecturer ... Linacre ... admires him greatly' 5 and later was counted as inheriting the mantle of Linacre in medicine. Both subjects were dear to More's heart, and both were subjects in which Clement's education had matured within More's household, alongside the other young members of the extended family who lived there. Clement completed his formal medical training in Louvain, was admitted to the College of Physicians in 1528, and by 1529 he was ranked alongside Dr Butts when he was one of the four physicians the King sent to minister to Cardinal Wolsey 6 as he lay gravely ill at Esher. He became President of the College of Physicians in 1544. Very much an 'adopted son' in More's household, he married More's actual adopted daughter, Margaret Giggs (1508-1570), herself skilled in medicine, in 1530.
MORE'S ATTITUDE TO WOMEN AND MEDICINE
It is from a letter to his own daughter, another Margaret (1505-1544), that we can see both how important the education of women was to More, and the place he attached to medical studies '...I earnestly hope that you will devote the rest of your life to medical science and sacred literature, so that you may be well furnished for the whole scope of human life, which is to have a healthy soul in a healthy body. '7 He then follows up with a recommendation not to neglect humane letters and liberal studies. It should not necessarily be understood from this that More considered women should be admitted to the College of Physicians, though he may have privately thought so, for it is notable that women were not excluded from the (non-Christian) priesthood in Utopia. (Turner p124, Lupton p285) 8 
FROM SEWERS TO THE ROYAL COURT
As well as the theoretical instruction which he derived from conversation with Linacre and others, More was personally experienced in public health matters. In 1514, the year before writing Utopia, he was appointed Commissioner of Sewers along Thames bank, between East Greenwich and Lambeth. 9 10 The difficulties of his middle years, 11 and the much played-over old age and manner of his death, make appreciation of the young and gifted Thomas More difficult when seen in the company of his younger and possibly more gifted King. Such an appreciation is part of this essay, for when considering the Henrician Acts of the first half of the sixteenth century, which set the modern pattern for the management of the practice of medicine and surgery, it is our fortune that we have for comparative study, More's readily accessible social fantasy Utopia, which gives flesh to the dry legal bones of the Acts. The parallels in thought and philosophy between the work and the Acts are notable.
The preamble to the last of these Acts, 12 which may be considered as the most mature and reasoned, places its emphasis firmly on the common wealth and health of the realm:
' How did this approach to public health fit with the thinking of the day, and were the ideas part of a wider pattern of thought discussed at the very highest level? As evidence for the possibility, a copy of Utopia 13 annotated as having been King Henry VIII's own ( Fig. 2) is now in the British Library. (Fig. 3 , for amusement, shows the King reading, but as an old man, not the brilliant 25-year-old of Utopia's publication day 14 ) 
A BRIEF RÉSUMÉ OF SIR THOMAS MORE'S LIFE
ETHICS IN UTOPIA
'Utopia' has 15 paragraphs on ethics, of which five are directly related to health matters, both mental and physical, in fact stressing that the two are indivisible. There is also a separate section of three paragraphs dealing with euthanasia, and scattered throughout are references to public health measures. Dietary matters are discussed, with neither vegetarians nor omnivores being given the final say.
The following extracts from the 'Ethics' section of 'Utopia' 19 serve to give the flavour. In the Latin original, Ethica is the actual word used in the marginal note, which may be Erasmus' contribution, and moribus is used in More's text. Lupton 
UTOPIA AS A LATIN TEXT
Utopia was written in Latin, which for most readers now has to be translated, and this gives it an advantage when compared with the Act uniting the Barbers and Surgeons in 1540, for as can be seen in the extracts given, although the Act is clear, its sixteenth century legal English and idiosyncratic spelling makes it not at all easy to read. Paul Turner, who made the idiomatic translation 15 
PARALLELS AND INFERENCES
This essay places extracts from the Act in the old spelling of the 'Black Letter' copy, reproduced in the Annals of the Barber Surgeons, 20 in juxtaposition with extracts from 'Utopia' in Turner's idiomatic modern English. At times, the parallels are exact, and at times an inference is drawn. The point is not to say that those who drafted the Act prepared a Utopian document, but to show both how 'modern' the environment in which the Act was drawn up was, and how civilised a document the Act is. The earlier legislation of 1511 and 1518 which established the registration of Physicians and Surgeons, and the establishment of the College of Physicians, and which may be considered as the products of Wolsey and Linacre, do not contain as much of the public health and educational thought processes which are clear in the 1540 Act.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ISOLATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE
The prime aim of the union of the two companies of Barbers and Surgeons was not to unite their respective activities, but most emphatically, and for reasons of public health, to divide them. (Dentistry then, as now, being considered separate). The 'Utopian' view is also plain, and may be compared with the statement in the Act:
Utopia
'it's a pretty poor doctor who can't cure one disease without giving you another' (Turner p61, Lupton p94) 8 - 
EDUCATION AND THE SHARING OF KNOWLEDGE
In sharp contrast with the wish to avoid the sharing of diseases was the concern for sharing and transmitting information, and the desirability of education is stressed both in Utopia and in the Act, which is specific in regarding the union of the two companies as being in part to improve and facilitate medical education: 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
In the Act, as in Utopia, the teaching responsibility was given equal weight with the learning responsibility, and the Ordinances made both compulsory. The concept of continuing professional education is not new, and of all the parallels to which attention is drawn in the essay, this is perhaps the most 'Morean'. It was for these lectures that the great John Caius later gave his anatomy demonstrations. 23 
Utopia
SCIENTIFIC MEDICINE
Of great interest, is the Utopian (and therefore Morean) attitude to science. The Act contains a provision for human dissection which, while the need might now be seen to be obvious, required, at the time, to have a theological justification for interfering with the highest of God's creation, as well as a surgical one. The idea of using convicted felons prevailed late into the last century. and is what this essay wishes to promote, for such a view gives vitality and immediacy to a world not only not too different from our own, but one with a Renaissance excitement in which, despite knowledge of the dangers, one would dearly have wished to have been a part. (But for which a lack of education would probably render the modern wholly inadequate.)
Utopia
Also important is the evidence of the impression made on him by More's involvement in such public works as the sewerage and drainage of London's south bank, and other public health measures. Utopia provides a piped clean water supply to each dwelling (as had the real life Hampton Court at the time).
It is worth repeating that Utopia was a humorous 'esprit', of which some parts are today wholly indigestible (slavery for example). The sections dealing with euthanasia are also potential sources for controversy. Nevertheless it is to be hoped that this essay will encourage more to read it, for within the light ironic or satirical coating is a strong message. The Henry VIII Acts deserve reading for the humane documents they are, and we shall indeed be fortunate if any replacement treats both citizens and medical practitioners with equal courtesy. It is a very 'grown-up' document in its liberties.
